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OUTLINE 

- Brief introduction to the Basque Country 

• Kindergarten  High School 

• University + Vocational training 

• Adult learning 

- Some hopes and fears 

- Discussion 



THE BASQUE COUNTRY. EUSKAL HERRIA? 

BAC - Spain 

Navarre - Spain 



EUSKARA RIGHT NOW 



WE ARE SO POLITE... 

• ...that we pass laws that harm our 
chances for revitalization 

• Enrolment options in the Basque 
Country 

• PAI / English: immersion in English 

• X/G eredua: 0% Basque 

• A eredua: Basque as a subject 

• B eredua: 50/50 

• D eredua: Basque immersion school 

•  «Trilingual» (sometime soon) 



1.KINDERGARTEN BAC (X, A, B, D AND SOON 

TRI) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basque Government, 2014 



1. PRIMARY SCHOOL BAC (X, A, B, D AND 

SOON TRI) 



1. KINDERGARTEN AND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

IN NAVARRE (G, A, B, D AND PAI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Zabaleta, 2006:172) 

 

 



1. PRIMARY SCHOOL IN NORTHERN 

BASQUE COUNTRY (X, A, B AND D) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Baxok et al. 2003) 
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Primary  Education in Iparralde (Total: 26.407 pupils) 



1. HIGH SCHOOL BAC (X, A, B, D AND SOON 

TRI) 

 



1. BATXILERGOA IN BAC (X, A, B AND D) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basque Government, 2014 



1. HIGH SCHOOL IN NAVARRE (G, A AND 

D) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Zabaleta, 2006:172) 

 

• Iparralde: 600 pupils in total learning 
in Basque (Baxok et al., 2003) 

 



1. CHALLENGES 



1. MORE CHALLENGES 

 



1. AND MORE CHALLENGES 

 



1. AND THE EPIC FAIL 

• 32% of D students would not pass a 
B2 exam in Basque after they 
complete their studies!!!! 
• 67,4% in B 

• 100% in A (raising monolinguals?) 

(Erriondo et al. 2005) 

 

 

 



2. UNIVERSITY 

0% 

0% 

100% 

19, 06% 

100% 



2. UNIVERSITY (PHDS IN BASQUE) 

0% 

6,80% 

6,06% 

6,60% 



2. VOCATIONAL TRAINING 

•Data from BAC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basque Government, 2014 



2. CHALLENGES 



3. ADULT LEARNING 



3. ADULT LEARNING 

85% 

12% 

3% 

Adult learning 

Lessons e-learning mixed

16-20 

14% 

21-25 

9% 

26-30  

11% 

 31-35 

13% 
36-40 

15% 

41-45 

14% 

46-50 

10% 

51-55 

5% 
>55 

9% 

Adina 

66% 

34% 

 33.502 ikasle  

 Emakumezkoak  Gizonezkoak



3. CHALLENGES 



SOME HOPES AND FEARS 



DISCUSSION 

• The end of a lifelong love? 
• New approaches and domains 

• Models/options need to be changed 

• Language use is key – and we do not 
use it 

• Two issues regarding attitudes 
• Covert negative attitudes are visible 

again 
• Money, language conflict 

• «Basque is revitalized» 
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 GOT BECOŁT DIH! ESKERRIK ASKO! 

With many thanks to Ibon Manterola, Leire Diaz de Gereñu and Milagros Ganuza 


